CHAPTER VI

WINNING  THE  CHARTERS

THE accession of Charles II to the throne of
England provoked a crisis in the affairs of the
Puritans and gave rise to many problems that the
New Englanders had not anticipated and did not
know how to solve. With a Stuart again in
control, there were many questions that might
be easily asked but less easily answered. Except
for Massachusetts and Plymouth, not a settle-
ment had a legal title to its soil; and except for
Massachusetts, not one had ever received a suffi-
cient warrant for the government which it had
set up. Naturally, therefore, there was disqui-
etude in Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New
Haven; and even Massachusetts, buttressed as
she was, feared lest the King might object to many
of the things she had done. Entrenched behind
her charter and aware of her superiority in wealth,
territory, and population, she had taken the leader-
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